Document Number 38A - (HQ JUDGE BATTLE) 



Document number 38A, serial 9-48367-2 is a three-paqe 
airtel from Memphis to the Director, dated July 23, 1968* a" 
one-page Laboratory Work Sheet dated July 23, 1968; and a one- 
page Laboratory Report to Memphis dated July 26, 1968, enclosing 
two pages of Laboratory Work Sheets and eleven pages of copies 
of the postcards sent to Judge Battle. The information in this 
document was substantially released. 



Deletions were made in this document pursuant to (b)(7)(C) 
_o protect the privacy of the individual who wrote threatening 
postcards to Judge Battle inasmuch as he was never identified 
or prosecuted. Release of this information would constitute 
an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. (See paragraph 
3 b , s u p r a. ) 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ° ATTENTION g FBI LABORATORY ^ ^ j 

FROMf SAC, MEMPHIS (9-NEW) (P) '(/ 
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_W. ..PRES TON JBATTLE-- VICTIM 
EXTORTION - RACIAL MATTER 
(00 : MEMPHIS) 
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' Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 1 
cop^ of an anonymous postcard directed to W. PRESTON BATTLE 
Sheioy County Criminal Court, Memphis, Tennessee, u. S A * 
which was postmarked New York, New York, P.M., 7/20/681 
•.Also enclosed f° r theR^eau are the original and 1 copy of 
& postcard sign ed^|pgg^g^ Martin, Tennessee, directed 
3° WM* MORRiSTMempFxs , Tennessee, postmarked 

New. .York, New York, P e M a , 7/19/S3 s 

J J Enclosed for New York for information, since it 

is relieved New York will be requested to conduct investigation 
1X1 this matter, is one copy each of the above described 
enc losur es . 

w informat ion of the Bureau andNew York, 

^^^TON BATTLE was recently assigned as the Judge in 
die trial of JAMES EARL RAY, accused murderer of Rev 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., said trial being scheduled for 
^ November 12, 1968 . 

_ The original of the enclosed^ 'postcards which are 

explanatory were turned over to SA 'ROBERT F c BOYLE on 
o/ 3/68 by captain JEWELL G 0 RAY, Intelligence 'Squad,- Memphis 
PD, who is currently assigned in charge of. the security of 
during RAi“S confinement at the Shelby County Jail. 

./? “ Bureau (End -4) 

"1 - New York (Inf o) (Enc-#)* 

3 - Memphis tQ 

&Ka.03URE^UA-HCD „ JUL gg B6 / 
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The contents of the message contained on the 
postcard directed to Judge BATTLE were discussed with 
Uo S. Attorney THOMAS L. ROBINSON, WDT, Memphis, Tenn., 
by SA. ROBERT F . BOYLE on 7/23/68 at which time Mr Q ROBINSON 
stated ‘chat the contents of this communication do imply 
a veiled threat on Judge BATTLERS life, therefore, he would 
consider authorizing prosecution of the individual responsible 
Lor preparing and sending this postcard to Judge BATTLE if 
this individual is identified*, 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 

The Document Section of the FBI Laboratory is 
requested to compare the handwriting and/or hand printing 
appearing on both of the original enclosures to determine 
if both of these items were prepared by the same individual. 

Will also compare the handwriting and hand 
printing appearing on the specimens with handwriting and 
hand printing appearing in the Anonymous Letter File. 

The FBI Latent Fingerprint Section is requested 
to determine if there are any latent fingerprints of an 
evidentiary value located on the original postcards enclosed. 

Upon completion of the requested examination, 
the Bureau should return the original enclosed postcards to 
the Memphis Division and submit results of requested 
investigation to Memphis and New York. 

The FBI Laboratory and Identification Division j 
are requested to expedite requested examination and submit j 
summary results of the examination to Memphis. * 

LEADS 



HEW YORK (INFORMATION) 

An information copy of this communication has 
been directed to New York as it is anticipated that 
Investigation will be requested of that office in the future. 




MEMPHIS 



AT MARTIN, TENNESSEE 



Will attempt to identify and obtain 
all available known handwriting of t h is ind i v idua 1 e 



If an address is located for , €gJ|||§J in the 
New York Division territory will hold in abeyance setting 
forth any lead to have this individual interviewed until 
such time as results of the FBI Laboratory and Identification 
Division examinations are made available to Memphis and 
New York® 



AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

Will, if the FBI Identification Division develops 
any latent prints of value on the original postcards, obtain 
suitable elimination prints® 

The Bureau is being advised under separate 
correspondence in the MURKIN case of the receipt" of this 
threatening communication by Judge W. PRESTON BATTLE® 




